
Dear 7th Grade English and 7th Grade English Honors Students: 

 This summer I would like you to enter the world of Ponyboy Curtis. He is a fourteen-year-old boy 

who relies on his two older brothers for almost everything. He relies not only on his brothers, but also the 

gang that they are part of – the Greasers. While struggling with the loss of his parents, Ponyboy feels 

alone, and unwanted. He feels like an outsider! I hope you will enjoy the journey of Ponyboy Curtis as 

you read his story in The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton.  

To complete your summer reading assignment, here’s what you will need to do: 

1. Obtain a copy of The Outsiders via an online website or bookstore. Please no digital versions.  

2. Read the book carefully, as we will be doing several activities related to this book in the first 

weeks of school. Mark up your book as you read it. This will help prompt your memory when 

we start our unit the first day of school. Here are some suggestions: 

a. Underline any words that you don’t know the meaning of. 

b. Put a smiley face ()in the margins by things you find humorous. 

c. Put a question mark (?) in the margin of paragraphs that cause you confusion. 

d. Highlight any quotes or sentences that you find meaningful. 

e. At the end of each chapter, jot a few notes about key things that happened. 

 

 Assessment Guidelines 

 On the first day of school you will take a brief test over the novel.  

 You will NOT write an essay or book report before you return to school. We will write an essay 

for the novel, but that will not happen until later. For now, just read the book carefully. 

 Make sure you are familiar with all of the main characters and the main events. 

 The test will count as a 60% assignment, so it will be important to do well on the test. 

 

Happy summer reading! 

 

This is the version of the book that I will be using in class. Students may use any version, but if they have 

this one they can be on the same page as I am when we discuss it. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Outsiders-S-Hinton/dp/014240733X 

 

Product Details        
 Paperback: 224 pages 

 Publisher: Speak; Platinum ed. edition (April 20, 2006)  
 Language: English 

 ISBN-10: 014240733X 

 ISBN-13: 978-01424073

 


