
 

 

Dear Eighth Grade English Honor Students: 

 

    This year in your history class you will learn how our great nation was founded. Your history textbook 

will introduce you to the many men and women whose ideals and sacrifices laid the foundations for the liberty 

that we now enjoy. Another way to learn about our nation’s history is through historical fiction. Writers of 

historical fiction blend actual people and events with fictional characters and events. Johnny Tremain is one 

novel that gives us a glimpse into life in colonial America on the eve of the American war for independence. 

For your summer reading, you will get a jumpstart on American history and a chance to meet some exciting 

characters, both real and fictionalized. 

 Purchase a copy of Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes.  You can get a copy from the library, but, 

remember, you will need a copy in class the first two weeks of school, so you may need to renew it. Carefully 

read the novel and select just one of the topics below to write about.  

 A dynamic character is one who grows and changes through the story. Discuss how the character 

of Johnny Tremain is dynamic. Discuss the ways that he changes and cite specific evidence that 

shows these changes. 

 Esther Forbes includes characters on both sides of the issues leading to the conflict. How 

effective is she in presenting balance, showing both good and bad on both sides? 

 What does Johnny Tremain reveal about colonial life—religion, customs, education, business 

and trade? 

 James Otis says the colonists are fighting “so that a man could stand up.” What does he mean by 

that? Consider the different reasons characters in the novel have for fighting. Do they support 

what Otis says? 

 Mr. Lapham believes Johnny’s main character flaw is pride. Do you agree or disagree?  

 

Your paper should be a short essay of five paragraphs (about two pages) exploring your chosen topic in 

the action and outcome of the novel. As you read, mark passages in the novel that help support your topic. 

 You will turn the topic into a thesis that states the significance of your topic to the novel and provides a 

framework for the three examples you will use to support your thesis. Provide a concluding paragraph that 

relates the topic to its role in the novel and/or what you believe the author is attempting to communicate about 

that topic. 

 Your paper must be typed using MLA formatting (Times New Roman 12, double spaced, one-inch 

margins).  When you quote from the novel, cite using the author’s last name and the page number in 

parentheses at the end of the quote. Like this (Forbes 27). 

Happy summer reading! 

 

Mrs. Brewer  

English 8 Honors  

 

This is the version I will be using in class. Students can use any version, but if they 

have this one they can be on the same page as I am when we discuss it. 

 
 Publisher: HMH Books for Young Readers; Reprint edition (May 2, 2011)  
 Language: English 

 ISBN-10: 0547614322 

 ISBN-13: 978-0547614328 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Johnny-Tremain-Esther-Hoskins-

Forbes/dp/0547614322/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1527029492&sr=8-1&keywords=johnny+tremain  



Summer Reading Rubric—Honors English 
 
Name ______________________________      Grade ________ 
 
 Superior Above average Average Minimal Poor 

Thesis 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thesis identifies the 
topic chosen and 
the significance of 
the topic to the 
novel. Thesis 
provides a roadmap 
for how the paper 
will proceed 

Thesis identifies the 
topic chosen and 
the significance of 
the topic to the 
novel. Thesis 
roadmap is vague. 

Thesis identifies the 
topic chosen but 
description of the 
significance of the 
topic in the novel is 
anecdotal in nature. 
Thesis roadmap is 
vague. 

Thesis identifies the 
topic chosen but 
description of the 
significance of the 
topic in the novel is 
anecdotal in nature. 
Thesis roadmap is 
missing. 

Thesis is confusing; 
topic is unclear and 
does not provide 
much sense of 
where the paper is 
going. 

Evidence/ 
Content 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 supporting 
elements are 
identified, cited, and 
used to illustrate the 
topic in the novel. 
Supporting 
sentences are used 
to explain their 
connection to the 
topic. Quotations 
are appropriately 
introduced and 
used. 

3 supporting 
elements are 
identified, cited, and 
used to illustrate the 
topic in the novel. 
Supporting 
sentences are 
vague in explaining 
their connection to 
the topic. 
Quotations are 
appropriately used. 

2 supporting 
elements are 
identified, cited, and 
used to illustrate the 
topic in the novel. 
Supporting 
sentences are 
vague in explaining 
their connection to 
the topic. 
Quotations do not 
relate to the topic. 

2 supporting 
elements are 
identified, cited, and 
used to illustrate the 
topic in the novel. 
Supporting 
sentences are 
minimal or missing 
altogether in 
explanation and 
analysis. No 
quotations used.  

1 or no examples 
are used and/or are 
not cited. 
Supporting 
sentences are 
minimal or missing 
altogether. No 
quotations used 

Significance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multiple supporting 
sentences are used 
for each evidence to 
explain the 
significance to the 
topic and the 
significance of the 
topic in the novel. 

Few supporting 
sentences are used 
for each evidence to 
explain the 
significance to the 
topic and the 
significance of the 
topic in the novel. 

The few supporting 
sentences used for 
each evidence to 
explain the 
significance to the 
topic and the 
significance of the 
topic in the novel 
are vague. 

Supporting 
sentences are 
minimal and show 
no direct correlation 
to the significance 
of the topic in the 
novel and/or the 
significance of the 
topic in the novel is 
vague. 

Supporting 
sentences are 
missing, confusing, 
or do not relate to 
the significance of 
the topic in the 
novel. 

Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion restates 
main points of 
thesis and essay in 
a new way and 
relates the main 
points to personal 
life and/or provides 
a new insight. 

Conclusion restates 
main points of 
thesis and essay 
but not in a new 
way and relates the 
main points to 
personal life and/or 
provides a new 
insight. 

Conclusion restates 
main points of 
thesis and essay 
but not in a new 
way and does not 
relate the main 
points to personal 
life and/or provide a 
new insight. 

Conclusion does not 
restate the main 
points of the thesis 
and essay and does 
not relate the main 
points to personal 
life and/or provide a 
new insight. 

Conclusion is 
confusing, does not 
clearly relate to the 
main point of the 
essay and provides 
no new information. 

Style 
 
 
 
 

Variety in sentence 
structure and 
effectiveness in 
word choice; 
precise language; 
sentence fluency 

Precision and 
variety in sentence 
structure and word 
choice; transitions 
used to make 
sentences flow 

Limited precision 
and variety in 
sentence structure 
and word choice; 
few effective 
transitions 

Lack of sentence 
and word choice 
variety; lack of 
transitions 

Sentence fragments 
and run on 
sentences detract 
from the  flow; 
transitions missing  

Conventions  
 
 
 

No mechanical and 
usage errors; no 
misspelled words 

Few mechanical 
and usage errors; 
few misspelled 
words 

Some mechanical 
and usage errors; 
some misspelled 
words 

Repeated 
weaknesses in 
mechanics, usage, 
and spelling 

Mechanical and 
usage errors that 
seriously interfere 
with the writer’s 
purpose. 

MLA 
Formatting  

Heading, header, 
margins, font, size, 
citations followed 
exactly 

Heading, header, 
margins, font, size, 
or citations not 
followed  

2 aspects of MLA 
formatting ignored 

Little evidence that 
MLA formatting was 
followed 

MLA formatting is 
ignored 

Comments:             

 

 

 

 


