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BCHS encourages summer reading for students taking English I and requires summer reading for 

students in English I Honors. Assignments for Freshman English classes are listed below. Find the 

English course you will be entering next year and follow the given instructions. The reading list is on 

the back of this page. 

 

English I Classes  

• Read any one of the books on the list. By “read,” we mean actually read each word on each page of 

the book, and do that during the months of June, July, or August of 2018. Re-reading a book is fine, 

as long as you actually re-read each word on each page during the summer.  

• During the first week of school, you have the option of writing an essay which explores the 

major conflicts the protagonist encountered in the story you chose.  This assignment will be 

counted as extra credit towards your lowest score for the first semester.  

 

English II Honors Classes 

• You will read a total of two books this summer. Everyone will be reading To Kill a Mockingbird 

by Harper Lee. By “read,” we mean actually read each word on each page of the book, and do that 

during the months of June, July, or August of 2018. Re-reading a book is fine, as long as you actually 

re-read each word on each page during the summer. 

• Additionally, you will turn in your annotated copy of To Kill a Mockingbird on the first day 

of school. Remember, annotate specifically for information that pertains to the plot, 

protagonist, or theme.  These annotations will be graded (see score sheet). Again, this is due 

the first day of school. 

 

Tips for annotating: 

1. Mark the text with symbols (underlining/highlighting, stars, smiley faces, brackets 

etc) 

2. Write in the margins of the text (questions, personal reactions, summaries, 

connections to other parts of the book, analysis, evaluation) 

3. Tab important pages with sticky notes or by circling the page number 

4. It might help to use symbols or color coding as you annotate (e.g. orange for text-to-

self, blue for text-to-text etc). 

5. Use the “Reading with Your Pen” Annotation Guide attached. 
 

• During the first week of school, you will write an in-class essay which explores one of the 

major themes that Harper Lee was trying to convey to the readers. 

 

• This assignment will be used to assess whether you have the necessary skills to write at the 

honors level.  Students who are unable to write coherently in basic essay format may be 

recommended for transfer to a regular English class.  

 



• You will choose a book from the reading list below to read in addition to To Kill a Mockingbird. By 

“read,” we mean actually read each word on each page of the book, and do that during the months of 

June, July, or August of 2018. Re-reading a book is fine, as long as you actually re-read each word 

on each page during the summer.  

• During the first week of school, you will write an in-class essay which explores the major 

conflicts the protagonist experiences throughout the novel and how they impact him or her. 

 

• This assignment will be used to assess whether you have the necessary skills to write at the 

honors level.  Students who are unable to write coherently in basic essay format may be 

recommended for transfer to a regular English class.  

 

 

If you have any questions, please email Mrs. Wheat at cwheat@bradshawchristian.com.  

 

**Mrs. Wheat will be traveling during break and periodically not be checking emails. You may 

have to wait a few days or a week for a response, so be patient.** 

 

 

 

Annotations Score Sheet for English II Honors 

  

Following directions, neatness 

--Annotations are easy to find and read 

--Any sticky notes or tabs are neat 

--Contains a variety of kinds of annotations (see tips above). 

Might use color coding or some other method to keep track of 

notes. 

 

/10 

Completeness 

--Annotations account for plot, protagonist, and theme 

--A significant number of pages have annotations  

--Annotations carry through the end of the book (don’t end half 

way through etc) 

 

/10 

Quality of annotations 

--More than just underlining and highlighting;  

Contains textual notes and responses 

--Annotations clearly point to significant passages that account 

for the three types of connections 

--Chose interesting/important passages to mark  

 

/10 



 

Freshmen-Sophomore Summer Reading List 

History and War Fantasy/Sci-Fi 

Band of Brothers by Stephen E. Ambrose 

All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Remarque 

A Separate Peace by John Knowles 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne 

The Count of Monte Cristo (abridged is ok) by 

Alexandre Dumas 

Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly 

Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown 

Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank  

When the Emperor was Divine by Julie Otsuka 

 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 

The Lord of the Rings (any of the trilogy) by J.R.R. 

Tolkien 

The Road by Cormac McCarthy 

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglass 

Miller 

The Maze Runner by James Dashner 

Z for Zachariah by Robert C. O’Brien 

The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis 

Mythology by Edith Hamilton  

The Giver by Lois Lowry 

Change and Growing Up Love and Relationships 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian by 

Sherman Alexie 

Black Boy by Richard Wright 

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

Life of Pi by Yann Martel 

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 

My Name is Asher Lev by Chiam Potok 

Dandelion Wine by Ray Bradbury 

I know why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya 

Angelou 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 

Cyrano de Bergerac by Edmond Rostand 

Nectar in a Sieve by Kamala Markandaya 

Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell 

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 

 

 

 
 
 



Adapted from April 2010 Classroom Notes Plus and developed by Ryan R.Goble with Lauren Fardig and Elizabeth 
Davis at Banana Kelly High School-Bronx, NY. 
 

“Reading with Your Pen” Palette for Annotating Texts 
1 Write a question or make a statement about something you read in the margin.  Draw a line to the relevant 

part of the text. 
2 Circle a word you don’t know.  Look up the word’s definition using a dictionary or www.dictionary.com.  

Write the definition or synonym of the word in the margin. 
3 Draw an (arrow     ) to illustrate the link between two parts of the text.  Write your explanation near the 

arrow or in the margin. 
4 Circle an idea in the text that you find enlightening (an idea that you found interesting or that taught you 

something).  Find a way to “thank” the author for that idea in the margin. 
5 Underline something you disagree with and write a note in the margin to explain why. Be constructive. 

6 Draw a - next to something that made you laugh or smile and explain why in the margin. 
 

7 Draw a                (horn) next to a passage that made you hear a sound in your mind.  Next to it, describe the 
sound and the feelings created in your mind. 

8 Underline a sentence you found totally confusing.  Draw a big ? (question mark) next to the sentence and in 
the margin, write about why you found it confusing. 

9 Write an E near part of the text where an event is described.  In the margin write down what you think are 
the cause and the effect of this event. 

10 Is there a word in the text that is hard to pronounce?  If so, ask how that word is pronounced and make note 
of the pronunciation next to the word using a phonetic (FO-NEH-TIC) spelling. 

11 Draw a box around a sentence that you think is the main idea, thesis, or organizing concept of the text you’re 
reading. 

12 Write a specific comment about how you find an idea in the text interesting or useful.  You may also reflect 
on what it made you think about. 

13 Remix/rewrite/translate/paraphrase part of the text into your own words.  Write your own version of the 
text in the margin. 

14 Draw a           (star) next to a word, concept, or idea from the text that you learned about in another class.  
Write what you remember about that word or concept in the margin. 
 

15 Write down a comment that builds on what you just read.  For example, you might make a connection 
between the reading and your life, imagine you’re in a conversation with the author, or predict what might 
happen next. 

16 Draw a   (key) next to something that you think is a “key” idea.  Explain in the margin why you think 
the idea is important. 

17 Underline a sentence you found surprising. Draw a big ! (exclamation mark) next to the sentence that caught 
your attention in the margin. 

18 Draw a         (hook) next to a part that “hooked” your attention.  In the margin write why the passage hooked 
you.    

19 In the margin, draw a simple picture or cartoon to help you understand something in the text.  Draw an 
arrow connecting your picture and the text. 

20 Write and answer the 5Ws and 1H (who, what, when, where, why, how) in the margin of the text.   
 

21 Draw an          (ax) next to a part of the text that you think is unnecessary and should have been cut.  Explain 
why you felt that part of the text wasn’t necessary for the reader. 

 

http://www.dictionary.com/
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